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Biblical Israel and the Past
1. The Biblical understanding of History. History is a line (linear) with beginning, end and consummation.
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2) Into the Lake of Fire go 1) Beast 2) False Prophet 3) Satan    4) Death 5) Hell 6) Names not in Book of Life (Rev 19:20; Rev 20:10, 14, 15).

3) Great White Throne Judgement (Rev 20:11-15). Christ on a white horse conquering with the Word of God (Rev 19:11-16).
4) End Times event sequence.
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16-18 Rev 7:14.
5) X we are here (somewhere, we would love to know where). The Christian is always living in the end times.

6) The Rapture is when Jesus comes in the clouds for the saints. Jesus does not come to earth. The Millennium (1000 years) commences with the Second Coming when Jesus comes with the saints. They will rule with Him on the earth (Rev 20:4).
Israel

- Israel is the people of God. God has chosen a people for Himself. God has not forgotten Israel. Christians are part of the Israel of God (Gal 6:16; Heb 4:9; 11:25; 1Pet 2:10).

- With Abraham God seeks a new way to relate to the world other than by flood and the tower of Babel. God chooses a person and by him a nation. God’s promises to Abraham (Gen 12:1-3) are that God will 1) make you a great nation 2) bless you 3) make your name great 4) you will be a blessing 5) I will bless those who bless you 6) I will curse those who curse you 7) in you all the families of the earth will be blessed. Paul traces faith back to Abraham and the child of promise (Isaac) (Rom 4).
- Jacob wrestles with God (Gen 32:22-32). His blessing is a new name ‘ISRAEL’ prince with God. The twelve sons of Jacob (Israel) become the twelve tribes of Israel. (Actually, Levi is not a waring tribe but the basis for the Levitical priesthood. Joseph does not have a tribe named after him but his two sons Ephraim and Manasseh do. Joseph takes Jacob (Israel) and his sons (70 persons in all Gen 46:27) into Egypt.
-Moses leads the children of Israel out of Egypt, out of slavery and cruel bondage.

- Biblical concepts (the Biblical foundations of Biblical Israel) are introduced – for instance, holiness (Ex 3:5), Promised Land (Josh 1:9), Tabernacle (Ex 25:9), covenant (Deut 28, blessings and cursing), Law and commandment (Deut 5, Ex 20), sacrifice (Lev 1-5), priesthood (Lev 8), profane fire (Lev 10:1-7), prophet (Deut 18:15-22), provision (manna Ex 16:18), miracle (Ex 14, 17, 20:18-21), apostasy (Num 14:39-45; Ex 32), guidance (Ex 40:34-38). These are spirit principles that are applicable in any age.

- Apostasy in Kingship is revealed in the life of Solomon. Moses warns in Deut 17:16,17 that kings were not to 1) multiply horses 2) multiply wives 3) multiply silver and gold for himself. (It was multiplied for the building of the Temple.) In 1Kings 10:26,27 and 11:1-13 Solomon multiplies chariots and horsemen, silver and wives. For all his wisdom Solomon sinned to the corruption of the land. The kingdom was divided after his death.
- Holiness is the key concept:

Holiness implies separation, dedication, containment, purity and concentration. Holiness is of the character of God (Lev 19:2). As the people of God, Israel is dedicated to God. Christians, who have given their life to Jesus Christ, are dedicated and holy to God in Jesus Christ.

The book of Exodus mentioned the following as holy to the Lord: ground (3:5), convocation 12:16), habitation (15:13), Sabbath (16:23), nation (19:6), men of God (22:31), place (26:33), garments (28:2), gifts (28:38), crown (29:6), altar (29:37), anointing oil (30:25), day (35:2).
The Tabernacle is the Architecture of Holiness,

The Law is the practise of Holiness,

The Covenant is for the people of Holiness.

For the Christian all the requirements of the Law have been met by Jesus Christ. For the Christian, holiness is not in performance of law but in power of character. Jesus has not abolished the Law, He has fulfilled it. Christians are not lawless (antinomian, Mtt 7:23) but the performance of the law is not for salvation. The Christian does not have holy places and the human body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. On loving God and your neighbour hang all the law and the prophets (Mtt 22:40). Christianity can thrive in the most persecuted environment because its worship and faith requires no externals. Christians are described using OT language (1Pet 2:9). The Book of Revelation is full of Tabernacle imagery. This is the chosen language of spirit experience.  The OT establishes spirit language.
-Ultimately history is holy. That is, history is dedicated to the purposes of God. All of history is separated to God. God is working His purposes out. History is revealed in prophecy.
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